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Context and reminder 

The Willy Masschelein prize is delivered at every IOA World Congress by the regional group IOA-EA3G 

for the best PhD thesis that has been issued within the past 4 years. The 2009 prize will be given at the 19th 

IOA International Congress & Exhibition in Tokyo from 31st August to 4th September 2009.  

The two major criteria for the selection of the best PhD thesis were 

• Original research 

• Unprecedent knowledge in the field of generation of ozone and other oxidants and applications 

The process of selection of candidates has been launched on April 3rd 2009 through a specific call for 

candidates and application form send by email addressed to all the members of IOA-EA3G and to the 

executive presidents of the two other regional groups (PAG and NIJ). The deadline for receiving proposals  

for candidates was  fixed at June 1st 2009.  

 

Process of examination 

The jury for the examination of the candidates was composed of Joop Kruithof, Michel Roustan, Rein  

Munter, Andrei Bin, Zdravka Do Quang. 

9 candidates applied for the 2009 edition of the Willy Masschelein prize. The names of the candidates and 

the respective information on their focus of research work (PhD thesis, publications, etc.) are given in the 

table attached herebelow. 

 

Decisions 

The jury met on July 20th 2009 at the IOA EA3G office in Paris from 10 am to 12 am. 

 

Present :  Michel ROUSTAN, Andrej BIN, Zdravka DO QUANG 

Absent :  Rein MUNTER, Joop KRUITHOF 

 

Prof. Rein Munter was unable to attend the meeting but had previously given his choice by and results of 

evaluation and had had a conference call with Prof. A. Bin and discussed the ranking of the candidates. 

Joop Kruithof was not able to attend the meeting and had no availability to examine the candidates 

applications. 

 

Results from the evaluation process: 

• Compared to the previous years the number of candidates was higher (in the past the number of 

candidates was between 5 and 7 and in 2009 this number was 9) 

• The priviledged criterium for this year selection was the innovation 

• Out of the 9 thesis presented as candidates only 1 thesis concerned the generation of ozone 

• A big majority of the PhD works dealt with the same issues: determination of kinetics of oxidation of 

emerging parameters (EDC, PPCP), same type of reactors 

• The final classification was the following : 

o Prize winner: Dr Rashmi Chand 

o The second place was attributed to Dr Renato Dantas 

o The third place was given to Dr Bo Ning 
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